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Protocol
Your Excellency, Professor Yemi Osinbajo, SAN, the Vice President of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria
Mr. Boss Mustapha, Secretary to the Government of the Federation
Honourable Ministers,
Your Excellencies, Heads of Diplomatic Missions in Nigeria, represented here
by the Ambassador of United States of America, Mr. Stuart Symington and
Mr. Paul Arkwright,
Heads of Agencies here present
The Co-Chair Civil Society Organizations/the Private Sector, Mr. Edetan Ojo,
Executive Director, Media Rights Agenda
Members of the Press

1. It is with deep pleasure I welcome you to the events marking the Open
Government Partnership (OGP) week, 2018.
2. Let me specially thank President Muhammadu Buhari, ably represented
by the Vice President, Professor Yemi Osinbajo, SAN for gracing this
occasion. This is a clear demonstration of the highest level of political
will and commitment to the ideals of open government and citizen
participation in governance.
3. The events that are starting today will run till Friday, 11th May 2018. The
events include series of panel discussions on issues related to open
government, transparency and accountability. It also includes a townhall
meeting where Cabinet Ministers, Heads of Agencies and all who hold
public office in trust for citizens will interact with citizens. The events of
the week will end with a rally on Friday.

4. Mr. President, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, we gather here at a
very opportune moment when the demand for good governance has
become one of the most important priorities for any country that seeks
to develop and bring prosperity to a majority of its citizens.
5. As many of you may be aware, the Open Government Partnership is a
global platform of domestic reformers committed to making their
government more open, accountable and responsive to citizens. It aims
to secure concrete commitments to promote transparency, fight
corruption, empower citizens and harness new technologies to
strengthen governance.
6. Mr. Vice President Sir, Distinguished ladies and Gentlemen, the beauty
of OGP is that government and civil society groups including businesses
can sit down together side by side in equal numbers to co-create
transformational commitments contained in the National Action Plan
(NAP) which is the guiding document of OGP.
7. I am pleased to inform you all that Nigeria’s National Action Plan (NAP)
came about after a robust consultative process between civil society
groups and government. It covers four thematic areas of fiscal
transparency, anti-corruption, access to information and citizens
engagement. Part of the progress is the fact that so far five states have
come on board OGP. They include Kaduna, Kano, Anambra, Ebonyi and
Niger. I am also delighted to inform you that Kaduna State has been
nominated as one of the global subnational pilots.
8. The Open Government Week is a global week of action during which
developers, and implementers of issues of open government will come
together to share ideas, discuss challenges as well as solutions aimed at
transforming how government serve their citizens.

It offers us an

opportunity to take stock of what has been our achievements so far and
try to take an inventory of challenges we face currently and brainstorm
on how best to overcome them.
9. To reap the fruits of openness, I urge government agencies to
re-dedicate themselves to fulfilling their part in the commitments set out
in the NAP. It is now more than a year since we started implementation
and there are still government agencies who have implemented the
activities we committed to.
10. It is our duty to support the President to actualize the promises he
made to confront the monster of corruption through policy
interventions like OGP that entrench good governance. I have directed
the OGP Secretariat to reach out again to every government agency that
has a role to play in the NAP to ensure that every gap in implementation
is filled as soon as possible.
11. Let me also appreciate everyone who has provided support to ensure
that the OGP Secretariat meets international standard. In this regard I
wish to acknowledge our partners, – the civil society groups, businesses,
and professional bodies who have stood with us in the past one year.
You have constructively provided government with lens and feedback
mechanisms that have enabled us to see and reflect as well as
implement the priority policies of citizens in a more responsive and
inclusive manner.
12. I wish to thank our development partners for supporting us to host this
week where we will all learn together to do things more openly and
efficiently and to deliver services to citizens for the greater good of our
country Nigeria.
13. Thank you for your kind attention.
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